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"Messages From The Front"
from the editor

Veil here we are in a new year! Tou will find a
variety of articles in this issue of OH, froi seven years
war to lodern arior! My thanks to those contributing
articles, especially Dan Gunther, and John Curran!

Now the important news that will have an effect on all
of us in the hobby. For those of you unaware of the events
that took place during Deceiber in New York State the
following is a situation of the infonation I have been able
to gather. First, the couissioner of the NY State Health
Department banned figures that contained lead . See the
•'tide Crisis of Lead on page 5 for the scoop fori back

st. GANA stepped in and paid for a lawyer and expert
witness to get and injunction against the order. This effort
was successful, but 1 do not have any info on how long it
will last. Even this will have no lasting effect, as of 2
ipril 93 the NY State Health Couissioner will have powers
to ban toiic laterial (which lead is) by executive order (
the NT legislature passed a law in 92 giving the
couissioner the power). The coins- sioner has also sent a
letter to all the other 49 states urging the sale type of
action. In response to a request froi GAMA the president of
BUGS (national) agreed to donate soie loney towards the
legal fees incurred and'those that light arise because of
this. The National is asking for donations froi all the
locals. Our BUGS/PS* board of Dirs. is asking our leibers
for $2.00 donations towards this cause (to be sent to the
HUGS/PS* address). Now all this does not lean the
elimination of liniatures but it is going to cost lore for
•anufactures to produce non lead content figures (yes
Virginia that leans higher prices!) Lead has inn froi $.30
to $.$0 a pound in the last 15 years which tade it a good
tod cheap filler. Tin (which there will tow have to be tore
of in the figures) has a relatively high price of $7.00 a
pound. One bright spot (at least for the lanufactures ) is
that by eliminating lead they will have a lot less paper
work to do! According to Dave Babb of Stone fountain
'\niatures his base lateriai cost will increase aliost 1001

(continued on page 8)

SOMALIA 1993
b> Mark Parker

This lodern - era scenario was created using COMBAT
COMMANDER in 1/285 scale; however there should be enough
infonation to allow you to adopt other rules sets.
Scenario: It is February, 1993. United Nations forces have
•arched into Soialia the truce between local war lords has
broken down. Uenewed looting and anarchy has turned the
situation in the town of Boddur desperate. Hoddur is 400
ules northwest of Mogadishu, and the II.N. has decided to
send a large convoy to it's aid. This is the lonsoon season
in Soialia (yes they really DO have a lonsoon season). All
aircraft are grounded, including helicopters.
ALLIED COMMANDS: Tou are in couand of a task force taken
froi units of the 3rd battalion, 9th regiient D.S. Marines.
Your lission is to safely escort the D.N. food convoy. The
situation in Boddur is getting desperate. You lust get at
least 10 trucks through.
ALLIED KOiCKS; UNITED STATES MAH1NKS
6 LAV-25'S: 3 10 tan squads lounted in 3 Buivees each. Each
squad contains 6 LANs: 1 BQ eleient mounted in 1 fiuivee: 1
Bi'ivee with 1 .50 cal MG: 2 flumvee with 1 90u recoilless
rifle each: 15 food convoy trucks.
SOMALIA lAE LOED: You are Mohammed Eahman, local war lord in
the Hoddur area. It looks like you are going to be squeezed
out of any role in Somalia's future politics by the U.N.

(continued on page 10)
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Dicemanship
by Dan Gunther

Good sportsianship requires good diceianship. Vhether
we are playing a pick-up gaie with strangers or for the
lillionth tiie with our best wargaiing buddies, the spirit
of sportsianship dictates that we use the following
diceianship guidelines:
1) loll the dice where your opponent can see thei, The

•iddle of the table is good, iaj back on your table
edge where the woods screens your opponent's view, ii
not.
lake sure your opponent sees you roll. If they are not
paying attention, get it.
Give everyone tiie to read the dice before you pick it
ip. Tour opponent's cries of anguish are the best
indication that you got the sii you needed, not your
word.
If you think a die is cocked, rercll it. If you are
oot sure, ask your opponent and follow his decision
with a siiie.
Dse dice that are easy to read. If you really love the
black dice with the laroon spots, at least regularly
follow the first four guidelines.

Good diceianship shows our good sportsianship. Good
sportsianship will ensure that our gates are fun and that we
ii'lli b_ave_ fjijksj»ill_ingj.o jpjay_f up J«ie_s__with .us ! _

2)

3)

4)

5)

Painting Horses
b Mark Parker

Painting wargaie figures is very iuch of an individual
art fon, all of us have our little tricks of the trade.
However, at tiles, we have all wanted to know how to handle
ioie iteis differently, here we are talking about the care
and refineient of horses.., these larvelous annals coie in
a variety of colors and shades, and this chart list soie of
the tore conon types.
TYPK COLOR
Light Bay Body reddish brown, Mane, tail, and legs

below the knees are black.
Dark Bay Body dark brown. Kane, tail

and legs below the knees black.
Light Chestnut Body yellow brown, or tore usually reddish

brown. Legs, saie color as body. Mane and
tail light brown.

Brown Body, dark brown, or black, lane and tail
black, nose, black.

Gray Body, creai, or off-white. Gray dapple over
body, lostly on neck and flanks. Legs below
knees gray, lane and tail gray, or white.

Blue Roan Body gray with black dapple, lane and tail
black. Legs below knees black.

fTfie 'War Mouse

GAMES, MINIATURES & SOFTWARE

630 W. WILLOW ST.
LONG BEACH, CA 90806 (310) 424-3180

Type Color
Black Body, tail, lane are black. No socks, or

blazon on forehead. This is a rare
coloring.

Dun Body, grayish brown. Mane and tail are
black. Legs below knees black. A black
stripe down the spine. This was a conon
type aiong Cossack ponies.

Piebald Body white with irregular patches of black.
lane and tail are black.

Liver Chestnut Body dark brown, lane and tail yellowish
brown, or reddish brown. Legs below knees
are brown.

Strawberry Roan Body reddish brown dappled with gray. Legs
below the knees are dark brown, lane and
tail are gray.

all horses except the Black, Piebald and the Dun are lost
likely to have a white, or creai colored blaze on their
foreheads, as well as white, or creai socks just above the
hooves. When painting socks reieiber that they caie up lid
way to the knee, at laiiiui. The great lajority of horses
have 2, or 3 socks and a blaze. A horse with only one sock,
or all four socks was a very rare beast indeed, The
following two types of horses will be found only in the U.S
The Paloiino was first developed as a breed in the United
States in 1883. The Appaloosa was first developed in the
U.S. in 1937. There are other coloring that would not be
found circa 1796 - 1815, such as Pinto, Tobiano, and Navajo.
The colors given in the chart represent the breeds and
colors conon for the European area up to 1815.

For Sale: Micro .Armor 20,000 pieces !!!
All Armies and periods!!!
Contact Chuck Duggie (818) 446 - 3886



On Terrain - Part 1
(continued from last issue)

by Bill Heizer
Mow let us look at slopes and their steepness. As a

base of inforiation on steepness I'll quote froi Bruce
ftuarrie's 'Napoleon's Campaigns in Miniature*

Bills The following extract is froi a 19th Century
British any lanual:

'Slopes up to 5 degrees are practicable for all aris.
Cavalry vill charge tore effectively up hill than down.
artillery fire is lore effective down hill than up.

'Between 5 and 10 degrees close loveients for
infantry are difficult, Cavalry lay only charge up hill
short distance. Artillery loves with difficulty; its
effectual and constant fire ceases. A slope of 8 degrees
vill aliost stop baggage vagons without extra horses.

'Between 10 and 15 degrees infantry cat only love a
very short distance in order. Cavalry can only trot a short
distance up hill, and walk down,. Artillery loves with great
difficulty; fire ceases entirely.

'Between 15 and 20 degrees infantry cannot love in
foried bodies, and can only fire singly. Cavalry can ascend
at a walk, and descend obliquely.

'Between 20 and K degrees infantry can only love in
extended order. Light cavalry lay ascend and descend
obliquely one by one.

'Between 25 and 30 degrees as before, but very
"owly. Cavalry as before, but with great difficulty.

'Slopes over 30 degrees iay be cliibed up by len
using their hands.

BROOKfiURSC bobbies
IMPORTED MODEL PRODUCTS FROU AROUND THE WORLD"

THE EXCLtVS/VEWARGAMES FOUNDRY
SOURCE IN THE WESTERN U.S.

RECENT ADDITIONS TO:
20mm WWII
25mm Northwest Frontier
25mm Late Romans
25mm Napoleonic
25mm WWI
25mm Buildings

The Best Buy in Wargame Miniatures!
Most Foot Figures $1.10, Most Horse Figures $1.40

10% Discount on WGF purchases over $75.00
15% Discount on WGF purchases over $150.00

Also Available: Sudan Battlegame . $8.00
Sudan Campaign Wargame $12.00

NW.3
Standing firing

12188 Brookhurst St., Garden Grove, CA 92640
I Phone (714) 636-3580

'15 degrees is the extreie liiit of slopes adiitting
of laneuvers' (p. 175 - 176)

1 generally treat any slope of less than 1.5 as flat. Up
to 2.5 is treated as a undulation (If the particular feature
affected line of sight this is where the undulation terrain
would be placed.) Over 2.5 is where the person constructing
the terrain for the gaie will have to take judgients based
on the rule set being used and the period being gated (i.e.
for nil slope will have less effect on infantry icveient
but the cliibing ability of vehicles will need to be
considered).

To find the slope, divide the vertical distance by tbe
horizontal distance. This gives you the Tangent (TAX) of the
slope angle. Use a Trig table to look up the angle or use
the TAN function found on lost iath or scientific
calculators (a slope rises 45 yards over a distance of 300
yards. 45/300 = .15 which yields 8.5 degrees).

When considering what level to classify a slope, if doing
a historical battle, keep in Bind any pertinent couents
froi eye witnesses (also noting if they are trying to
justify soiething that happened i.e. the "ditch* at
Waterloo). Needless to say when atteipting to recreate
historical terrain a contour tap of the site is a iu^t (if
at all attainable). If doin? a battlefield where no contour
or detailed laps are available keet> in lind the period of
the fight along with the type of fonations eipioyed. This
should help you deternne if the slopes would be of a nc.rc
severe angle. Cor exajple; the fighting in the Ardennes in
wKH, loose infantry fonations with anor. The infantry
vill be able to cross lost terrain but the tanks and trucks
will have probleis. During the early part of the 19th
century and earlier, difficult terrain was avoided due to
the nature of the fonations eiployed.

So how does one represent this on the gaiing table? Here
are soie suggestions based on what 1 have seen and used over
the years. For 5-6n scale and licro an or, thick felt or
indoor outdoor carpet can be used to represent elevations.
This has Ihe advantage of being light weight and you will be
able to represent a lot of elevations for a relatively cheap
price. One of the drawbacks though is that it light be hard
to get it to lay flat if it is not stored flat. There is
also the coiiercially available "Terrain laker" for licro
arior that vill work for 5-6u fig. as veil but it is a lot
of work to lake, that I ai currently using on ly garage
Uble is J/8ths plywood covered in green indoor outdoor
carpet. This has the advantage of working with 15n figures
as well, and being able to take punishient (vers Styrofoai ).
Disadvantages are tbat it cost loney to construct enough
elevation pieces that you will liiit how iuch to put down,
also it can be a problei to store and transport. For 15u
fig. I have also used foai board covered in carpet. This
however (like GBOBEX) can not take a lot of punishient, it
also is a pain to lake. I feel GEOBBX is a bit too big for
15n (not to lention it's cost!). Another option is that of
terrain boards. I have seen these for the licro arior and

(continued on page 8 )



\h Annual Leuthen Day at the

EmperorTs Headquarters:
December 5th, 1992

by John G. Curran

Vork related reasons took le to Chicago at the
beginning of Deceiber, I had noted in the Seven Tears' lar
Association Journal that the annual lultiplayer battle
coueiorating Frederick the Great's victor;, fas to be held
that Saturday, I duly postponed 17 return by a day, signed
on with Jii Furky, the editor and organizer, and tade ly fay
to the Eiperor's Headquarters (EBQ|. This report is in three
parts - « description of EBQ, the organisation of Leuthen
Day including the rules used, and an account of the battle,
(ed. iote: The first part of Johns article will be in the
next issue of the Messenger due to space considerations)
Leuthen_Daj

The battle took place using 25n troops lostly RMS,
flinchcliffe and Front Hank with soie contingents froi other
Manufacturer's ranges. A variety of painting styles and of
basing fere evident. The Austrians 1 faced were based on
transparent plastic which initially seeied unattractive but
as the battle evolved the transparent bases seeied to blend
fith the terrain. Buildings were lostly scratch built with
soie iteis froi Ian KeekJey's Battleients. The terrain
consisted of green felt secured over blocks to fort
contours, with flocking and randoily placed Geohei fields to
add variety. The roads were very attractively hand built
fith an irregular line of stones at their largin. The
spectacle of a large battle at this scale is superb, but

Hear ye. Hear ye

INLAND HOBBIES

Is your Headquarters for .
Avalon Hill * West End Games

GDW * Victory Games * Woodland Scenes
terrain * Testers paints * Polly S *
Floquil * Pal Partha Paints * Proedge
hdbbie tools * Qsprey Series books *
Pactra paints * and more.'

BRING IN THIS AD TO REGISTER
FOR OUR DRAWING FOR FREE

MERCHANDISE.1.'

INLAND HOBBIES
10115 Hole Avenue
(Corner of Magnolia
and Hole).
Riverside, California

Monday-Friday 10-7
Saturday 10-6
Sunday 12-6

Cars • Planes • Helicopters
jets • Gas Cars 'Boats 'Models

Trains • Games • Kits

5505 Moreno Blvd.
Montclair, CA91763
Sun. 12-4 »M-F 11-7
Sat. 10-6 »Wed. 12-6
(909) 982-6507

6554 Greenleaf
Whittier. CA 90601
Sun. 12-4 .T-F 11-7

Sat. 10-6 »Wed. 12-6
Closed On Mondays

(310)907-4663

equally ZSii takes up space! One sweater box, which could
easily fit a 15u any, took only 6-8 battalions of these
figures.

The table fas suitably large; in fact there fere 2 of
thei arranged with their long axes in parallel, divided by a
central aisle. Each table leasured 24' long x 6' fide! The
center aisle was 'imaginary' in gaie tens; in other words
you loved back and forth across the abyss as if it did not
exist, In practice this worked out fairly well after initial

[continued jjjjiage _6j

A Question of Standards
by Bill Hei?er

During ly years of reading and research on the
uniforis and tactics of the Napoleonic ariies 1 have coie
across a soiewhat puzzling question, Hhat kind of standards
did the French any carry into battle? At first this lay
seei rather eleientary. The revolution saw a nuiber of
designs. By the tiie of Austerlitz, and to 1812 the colors
were the faiiiiar diaiond flag of the first Bipire, White
center with alternating red and blue corner triangles. In
1812 the flag changed again to the now faiiiiar tricolor
pattern of blue, white, red vertical bars. Soie authors
state that the flags fere left with the depot battalion
during caipaigns to prevent daiage and or capture and went
into battle fith bare poles fith only the eagle on the head
of it.

So fhat's the probiei? A couple of years ago 1 acquired
a reproduction of a print by Jacques Sfebach (1769 -1832) of
the battle of Ratisbonne (2) April 1809). In this print
there are two fell defined French flags but they are not
typical. They are red, white, blue froi the top down. 1 had
a chance to see quite a few of his other water colors and in
the other ones the pattern is repeated (i.e. froi top to
bottoi) but not the order of the colors. For exaiple in his
picture of the battle of iylau the flags are blue, white,
red froi top to bottoi. At first 1 disiissed this as a
technical error on the painter's part due to the other
seeiing errors in the details of the pictures (like
representing the French still in bicornes during 1809).

(continued on page 5)



(Standards froi page 4)
Veil recently 1 vas looking at a picture of Baron

•jeune's painting of the assault on the Great redout at
.rodico tad what do I see? In the right center of the

painting there are two lounted officers and in front of thei
is an infantry tan holding a eagle, but the flag that is
attached looks wrong! The faiiliar colors are there but they
are blue, white, red, froi top to bottoi! This I could not
disiiss as an error due to the uount of apparent accuracy
in the rest of the painting! Nov 1 really started to
question the typical assumptions of what French flags looked
like.

I went back through the books that are in ly possession
trying to find information on this latter along with taking
another closer look at all the pictures provided looking for
flags. Unfortunately not mch is said about what the flags
that the French actually took into battle looked like. Few
of the pictures shoved flags and the ones that did were
aliost always by Swebach. This proipted ic to lake a stop at
the Cal Poly Library to see if they had anything on flags
froi this period.

In Eric Inglefield's book 'Flags' he lentions and shows
a picture of the French national colors that were adopted in
1790, This flag was blue, white, red froi top to bottoi but
with a swallow tail. Be goes on to say that this flag was
superseded by 1794 by other flags (although the basic
pattern was retained by the 2nd bn flags in the upper left
quarter), but by the early 1800's the diaiond shaped flag

perseded these.
Unfortunately nothing else seeied to have any

information concerning this question. I then went looking
through all the books the library had on Napoleon and the
French for this period. Finally after exhausting all the
books 1 looked at Jackdaw no. 73 (Jackdaws are a series of
folders with reproductions of articles, pictures, newspapers
froi the tiie of a covered event) dealing with the retreat
froi Moscow it 1812. And what do 1 find? A painting by an
unknown French soldier of the battle of Siolensk. In this
picture there are nuierous flags shown on the French side
with the top to bottoi pattern! The reproduction was in
black and white so it sas not possible to tell what color
was at the top or bottoi. Another facet of all this is that
the flag staffs all have eagles on the top. This leads le
to believe that the flags that are represented are not unit
guidons of a substitute for the eagle. Needless to say all
this has iade ie wonder if all the work I but into painting
the French flags for ly liniature ariies have the right
pattern flag. I would be interested in our
•eaberships couents or insights on this
•atter.

1790 color 1794 dia»ond

j;̂ ĴTJ

Tri Color French Battle Flag?

RED

Crisis of Lead
From HMGS EAST

by Dick Sossi Pres.
Soie of you lay have heard ruiors concerning the State

of New York banning lead figures. Hell it was lore than just
a ruior they did it, but a subsequent hearing overturned the
ruling, at least for now. Since this is a very serious
subject for lost of us I didn't want to wait until our next
newsletter to bring you up to speed on the details.

Following this note are copies of the New York State
press release describing the Ban, ly letter to the hearing
Judge on our Society's behalf and an AP news itei reporting
on the decision of the hearing Judge. As a nonprofit , for
Educational purposes corporation we are restricted froi any
lobbing efforts, ie can, however by definition educate. On
the other hand various lanufactures, such as Kiperor's
Headquarters and Ninifigs, and trade organisations such as
GAHA can lobby.

Oar, HUGS, educational efforts take two priiary roles.
One, such as our letter to the hearing judge, provides our
expertise froi an end user/collector view point. The other
is to continue to deep you inforied as to "what's going on".
You, as an individual citizen are free to lobby all you
want. In other words, when and if this ill-conceived plan
becoies a bill before the New York State legislature you
lust take a loient to write or call that body to voice you
opinion.

Although you lay think that not being a d.Y. resiflent
would preclude you froi expressing your opinion, it's just
not so. Politicians are very sensitive to citizen import, no
matter the location. Some of you may feel that what goes on
in N.Y. is of no concern. Let me assure you that if this
kind of legislation becomes law anywhere, it is just a
latter of time before the proponents will be knocking on you
door.

Just as we will be prepared to advise you of any further
threats to our hobby, we need you to keep us inforied of AN?
similar efforts in your town, county or state, Eeieiber,
knowledge is power!

Sincerely
Dick Sossi

(ed. note this letter was in the BUGS Cold Vars 93 paiahiet
as with the following information that I have transcribed
froi the copies in the paiphiet )

(continued on page 8)
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(Leuthen Day froa page 4)
suspension of disbelief - leasure to the table edge,
mediate transport to the corresponding point across the
center aisle and leasure jour retaining love froi that
point. The only slight distortion I noted was that you

could "hide1 jour troops to soie extent bj withdrawing just
enough to put you back on the other table. Relatively few
people fired across the abyss even though, being nonexistent
in gaie tens, it did not affect the actual range
•easureient. The flow of players up and down the aisle
served as de-facto "concealient".

The rules vere Rusty's Rules for lorse i lusket. Theses
have two outstanding virtues. They are relatively siiple and
definitely cheap, costing $4.95 froi RSK in lentocky.
Moveient is by card draw, if for exaiple, red is drawn, each
subordinate coiiander on one side loves a single unit froi
his individual coiiand; on black the individual couanders
on the opposite side each love a unit. Since each coiiand
consists of 5 - 6 units, once that iany cards of a single
color have been pulled, and all eligible units on one side
have loved, the other side siiply phases out - loves all
unioved units. Firing lay precede or succeed loveient. The
overall effect is soiething of a hybrid between siiultaneous
and alternate loveient.

It isn't always desirable to love first - the last
battalion lay swing it, so often you need to keep back a
reserve for later in the turn. In crucial situations, where
a subordinate coiiander needs the first love, the C-in-C has
the option of playing a 'stopper', which negates the drawn
card and forces a new draw. The overall effect can be quite
realistic with ding-dong struggles surging back and forth.
My neighboring Prussian brigade coiiander, Toi Tuck, fought
back and forth over a central farihouse. Early on in one
turn Toi threw in a regiient to capture the structure, only
later to be ejected by a counterattacking Austrian unit,
which in due course he evicted with another Prussian
regiient on the last card of the turn. Firing is fairly
straight forward with the result in percentages - 198 leans
one definite casualty and a 981 chance of a second, Better
quality troops (e.g. Prussian infantry I Austrian artillery)
fire at an advantage, They also have better lorale. Morale
is crucul, i lorale check is taken after every casualty
based on the initial quality of the troops lodified by

Something Unusual
For the Best in Games, Comics Si Hobbies

Michael «t Juliette Sarschewsky

4448-E Eatfe Rock Blvd., Los Antfeles, CA 90041
Phone: (213) 256-3577 Fax: (213) 256-7646

Moa-Thurs 11-7 Fri-Sal 11-8 Sunday 11-6

casualties and by the current situation. There is a chance -
in norial circuistances about 8X for Austrian infantry - of
a unit breaking, If not rallied at the end of the turn, the
unit is gone for good. This is how the Prussians win the
infantry fight. They fire better and stick around longer.
But its not a overwhelming edge because the 501 larger
Austrian battalions can fairly pound away. The Prussians
will be left standing but wrecked, if an extra Austrian unit
tarns up, or if Austrian artillery (lethal at close
quarters) is in action - well, ciao Frederick baby....
Overall things are fairly evenly balanced.

On the down side the loveient sequence can get a bit
sticky when dealing with events theoretically happening
siiultaneously within the saie tiie period as units leapfrog
each other, sequentially tasking and oniasking each other, 1
ai rather sensitive on this point as one of iy fine
regiients took a heavy blow froi an Austrian artillery
battery, only to be further puiieled later in the saie turn
by a leapfrogging Austrian infantry battalion. The latter
unit larched up in front of the already fired Artillery,
ignored the hail of shot and shell froi behind thei, and
venoiously blazed away at iy brave lads. Teriinally
detriiental and chronologically iipossibie. In general these
rules work quite well however. 1, as with several other
participant, had not previously played thei and found thei
easy to get into after a couple of loves.

Full larks lust go to the organiser, Jin Purky. Not only
was everything ready to go at the venue, but each
participant received 3 laiiings prior to the day cuiiinating
in a siall booklet with the "historical" background to the
battle, tactical and strategic laps and special rules in
force for the day. Running a lajor battle with 20 - 30
participants can be an ignoiinious failure, Jii fulfilled
all his goals, viz.: (1) reach a conclusion in a single
day's gaiing, (2) get everyone into action and (3) avoid
gaie stopping rule controversies.
The Jattl e _pL£archj?i11

It is 1760 and Frederick has resurrected an any to
replace the one lost at Kunersdorf in '59. He defeats the
Russians, and expecting the beaten foe to retreat into the
frozen wastes of Mother Russia, turns to attack the
Austrians at Breslau in Silesia.

However Loudan, the Austrian coiiander, learns that the
Russians, contrary to expectations will not pull back, but
will larch to join hii. Be therefore loves forward to
ParchwiU Ridge, a good anflankable defensive position, and
awaits attack, hoping the Russians will join hii before his
any is crushed by Frederick.

This then was the background to our conflict. It was in
fact a so-called 'disguised" scenario. In this technique a
relatively balanced battle froi another era is transposed to
the desired tiie period. The particular lodel Jn Purky used
is not difficult to guess, but I'll hold off on revealing it
until the end of this account.

(continued on page 7)



(Leothen froi page 6)
The tap indicates the deployient of the opposing forces.

";nce I was Prussian all references to left/right are froi
.at perspective. Our job vas to defeat the Anstrians before

the Russians arrived OD our right flank. The Austrians were
defending a long ridge with forward positions in a village
on the right, a mil fanhouse in the center, and a large
lassive fan on the left. Yours truly coiianded an infantry
brigade of 5 gallant regiients and a IZlb battery (a typical
sized couand) in the Prussian right center. Denis Siail,
the owner of ESH, was Frederick. Bis general orders to all

Tht 'BiU.U af •RarcHwiU - Ju-ne N

conanders - attack! The druis rolled and ve tarched.
1 shall describe the events on ly sector first, and

later fill in what happened elsewhere. I vas expecting soie
daiage as we crossed the open ground toward the ridge, but
in fact the Austrians held fire. Anunition was liiited and
they wished to lake every round count. 1 was fortunate in
two ways. The right half of the Prussian line was in
sufficient density to allow us infantry conanders to deploy
our brigades in double lines , so when we hit we packed lore
punch. Our colleagues on the left were lore strung out.
Secondly, events to ly iiiediate left and iy iiiediate right
periitted a straight op fight between iy stout lusketeers
and the Austrian lain line.

On iy left iy colleague Toi Tuck deteriinedly assaulted,
and re-assaulted, and re-re-assaulted the central farihouse.
In consequence 1 was able to deploy iy guns in the road
beside the farihouse and open fire on the Austrian tain
line. Hy artillery was undisturbed as the farihouse garrison
sad their hands full vith Gen. Tack. He eventually won the
struggle and pushed on up the ridge, but not unscathed. Soie
of his units were near the dreaded SOI lark (units below 50X
•ere reioved at the end of the turn). Gen. Tuck's gallant

forts were not in vain, as the fight drew in the local

Austrian reserves. (The effect was reiinisccnt of the
•agnetic effect of the struggle for ObergJau village at the
battle of filenheii, At the critical loient Marshal Tallard
looked around for his infantry reserve and found "quel
horreur" they had been sucked into the cauldron.)

On iy right, two of our infantry brigades advanced to
the attack backed by cavalry, and as the fighting developed,
their advance was enough to pin down local Austrian
artillery and supporting cavalry. Being the beneficiary of
good work fay iy neighboring colleagues, 1 arrived within a
•ove of the ridge in coipact deployient, indaiaged and with

close artillery support.
Ky advantageous position soon

translates into results. Metaphorically
sweeping downward iy sword, stout ranks
of Prussians began volleying into the
Austrians. The eneiy had 6-7 battalions
in a double line, each of thei 30
strong to the 20 strong Prussian
battalions. He are locally outnuibered
aliost 2 to 1 - but we're Prussians,
right? (I was distinctly skeptical of
this theory but let the story unfold)

The pounding of the skilled
Prussian fire is balanced by the
nuierically greater Austrian volleys.
(Skilled fire allows you to iove 1/2
and fire full or Vice versa.! 1 close
:n, 1/2 love by 1/2 icve, blazing away,
Hy iet) begin to take casualties.
However the lower lorale of the
(continued on page 8)
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(Messages froi page 1)
for a BOO lead alloy vers vhat he uses now, I have also
beard ruiors that the saie effort is going OD in England,
that is to get lead banned froi consuier products.

Now on to soie better news. On Sunday Jan. ]?th the Ga»e
Day was held at the Burbank Last Grenadier. Considering all
the torrential rain and driving conditions the turn out
wasn't too bad. Kevin Sliiak put on a Johnny keb gaie. Each
person ran two brigades and batteries. All those who played
had a great tiie, vith the Eebs winning a decisive victory
(both Onion flanks were turned and the Union assau't in the
center vas stopped cold). HUGS/PS* would like to eitend
thanks to Eocky for donating the table space, levin for
sponsoring the gaie and all those who showed up to play!

(Terrain froi page 3)
they look quite good. Again these will take a fair aiount of
effort to construct and an effort should be iade to lake
thei geoiorphic. 1 have also seen terrain boards used for
15n gates with the sue pleasing effect. For 25ii figures
the lager GBOEEI works well. Finally is a table with soie
•iniiui widths for 5 and liin figures when using a ground
scale of 1' = 100 yd for the 5s and I1 = 50 yd for the 15s.
1.5 degrees to 5 degrees 1.9" - .95' 3.9" - 2*
5 degrees to 10 degrees .94" - .50" 1.9" - 1"
10 degrees to 15 degrees .49' - .32' .95" - .65"
Meit tiie Fart 11 built up areas and ground cover.

(lead continued froi page 5)
Froi the State of Mew York Departient of Health
for release: upon receipt, Thursday, Deceiber 3 1992

Lead Toys Banned
Albany, Deceiber 3 — State health Coiiissioner Nark &.

Chassin today issued a suuary order banning eight companies
froi selling or distributing, in Hew York State, figurines
lake primarily of lead. This action follows an advisory
issued last week to parents not to purchase or allow
children to play with lead toys, (copy attached)

The saiiary order was served on the following
tanufactures: Citadel Miniatures, Baltimore , ID.; GHQ,
Shorevood, MM; Grenadier Models, Springfield, PA; Lance and
Laser Models, Inc., Coluibus , OB; Miniature Figurines, Ltd.,
Pine Plains, MY; lafi Cotpany, Inc., Caibndge, Ontario,
Canada; lal Partha, Cincinnati, OB; and Vest End Gates,
Bonesdale, Pa. In addition, 39 distributors of lead
figurines have been notified of the Cotiissioner's order.

"Health Departient laboratory experiments have
docniented that lead easily rubs off toy figurines. It lay
be ingested by young children, who are the lost vulnerable
to lead poisoning, ' said Dr. Chassin. "This order guars
against new lead toys finding their way to hoies this
holiday season."

(continued on page 10)

iLeuthen froi page 7!
Austrians shows as their Acbilles heel, First one battalion,
then another, cracks and takes to their heels, The Irussiins
close up. The Austrian second line stands fin. 1 take a
chance and when a Prussian card coies up first, order
forward the von Heist regiient at full speed. Our reduced
fire produces only one casualty. Austrian lorale check -
they love it. Fortune siiles on the Fatherland however, when
another Prussian card coies up. Another gaible with full
•oveient / reduced fire and - MW! - just one casualty or
the Austrian unit. Austrian lorale check - oops, "what &rc
we doing in Godforsaken Silesia anyway instead of hoie with
the Gluhwine?" - and aliost untouched Austrian battalion
sprints to the rear of the ridge. Great, 1 see a glui'r c'
hope.

Another lass of white uniforis larches into the gap.
Musketry blazes, iy icn stagger, but do not break, (if you
fail a lorale check, you roll a second tiie to see the
effect - disorder or rout), Tiie to call on the undervalued
Prussian artillery, (Mortally the Austrian gunners get all
the kudos - their higher lorale iiproves firing). A full
barrage froi iy road battery senos severai lederhosen types
to Valhalla. It's good enough - another busload of Austrians
go touring the backside of the ridge. Donner und BliUen
("thunder ana lightening" for those who don't speak French)
1 definitely see light now - soie one has opened the
curtains.

1 "sprache" - ed too soon. Yet another large unit
wearing bleached hose appears to iy front - and 1 do not
like the look of their pointy headgear, lhat happened to
decent Austrian Tricornes ? Hy fears are realized. These
Austrians turn out to grenadiers - equivalent to ly boys in
lorale but SOX larger in nuiber. tie set to again, voiley for
volley. They shrug off their losses. Iy guys take hits, Iy
artillery is reloading. Oat of nowhere the Prussian reserve
artillery coiiander turns up . "Do you need a spare battery?
- I've got one on the road behind you." Now that's what 1
call superb artillery tactics - have a Pour Le Herite or
whatever ledal is going. The fresh artillery goes into
battery on the road beside iy guns, Dogged pounding, round
upon round. The Austrian grenadiers are shaken. I leapfrog
in iy second line of infantry. The Austrian grenadiers
reconsider their position and take a hike.

A new line foris with rallied Austrian units. But they
have previously taken the "back of the ridge tour" and their
hearts are not in it. My unflinching Prussians stile -
they've been here before. Advance up the slope, volley, and
the backs of three eneiy units are seen fleeing. Sacre blut!
(Frederick's court spoke French after all) there is a break
in the line - a bone fide huiongous hole, Forwarts! a la
Gen. Blucher.

Oh dear - what's happening? air quality deteriorating -
ai 1 back in LA? Mo, the pollution is flying tetal - round
shot, firing on iy flank. Two of iy fine battalions are hit
in the flank on the sate turn suffering severe daiage.

(continued on page 9)
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(Leutben froi page 8)
Austrian artillery to iy rigbt, vbicb until now bad been

lly engaged with forces to their front, has suddenly found
^eiselves at a loose end. Lo and behold, I have generously

put a end to their ennui by providing a target. Hy advance
is stopped cold. There is no way to exploit the 'great
hole*. The opportunity of a lifetiie, etc., etc......

One of the lain attractions of a iulti-piayer gate is to
see hoi a group of rational individuals can cock np a
perfectly good plan. It is always illuiinating how tany
people cannot follow orders or stick with the prograi, just
as yon often read in accounts of historical battles.
Although it is an interesting phenoienon to observe in a
non-involved sort of w&y, it is also totally infuriating
vhen you are the guy who gets duiped on. So it is with
decidedly liied feelings that I will outline the activities
of our right wing cavalry couander. To protect the guilty I
shall call hit Gen. Grouchy. As I larched forward in the
rigbt center, Gen. Grouchy persuaded Gens, Bickes and Gundt,
the other Prussian right wing infantry coiianders, to soften
up the Austrian line and to 'screen' his advance, until
when, close to the eneiy, he would unleash the lassed
cavalry light of Prussia, and roll over the weak-kneed
Austrian line. Be accoipanied this with confidant
reiiniscences of previous Anagaddons he had engineered, and
call assurances of his intiiate knowledge of the rules, the
SYH, cavalry tactics, etc..

ly infantry colleagues got stuck into their task, They
re lined out in single battalion depth across the front of

the cavalry, and so had little opportunity to relieve units
taking punishient. One battalion, then another were chewed
up. An artillery battery was blown to oblivion. However the
Austrians were being softened up. Suddenly an Austrian
cavalry unit charged and eventually overran one of our
battalions. Bow was this possible? there was the cavalry
countercharge? Vhat about the vaunted Prussian cavalry?

Siiple. The vaunted Prussian cavalry and their
self-vaunted couander had re-vaunted backward all the way
across the central abyss to the board we had coie froi. They
appeared to be engaged in coiplei parade ground laneuvers
•iles froi the front line, "Hhy didn't you charge as per the
agreed plan?' 'I changed iy und," Vhy didn't you stick
around so as to at least threaten and tie down their
cavalry?' 'Look, I know a helluva lot lore about cavalry
tactics than you guys.... etc. etc.* The inevitable
followed. Pounded by a combination of Austrian infantry ,
artillery and cavalry, already weakened and without support,
the brigades to iy right had to pull back precipitously
before they were completely carved up. This exposed iy
flank, and under artillery fire, iy advance stopped. The
real tragedy for Prussia was the gap to iy front. Bad Gen.
Grouchy been at hand, I could have covered the guns and be
could have led his squadrons forward to roll up and siash
*he lain Austrian line. There was no cavalry, iy guys could
li advance alone... alors, finis.

The infantry coiianders of the right agreed that Gen,
Grouchy was "ein total dork, 1st class', and deianded his
iiiediate appearance before a firing squad. Aftemras an
Austrian foe endorsed hii as "the best Prussian general
Austrian loney could buy". Gen. Grouchy shortly afterwards
transferred to take couand of soie Austrian forces whose
couander had to leave. Be stated that he wished to be on
the winning side. I close the curtain on this sorry tale.

This has been soiething of a grunt's - eye view of the
battle as there was not iuch tiie to circulate. On the
Prussian left a seesaw cavalry battle raged, with the
advantage swinging one way, then another, Finally, in a
crucial blow, the Bayreuth Dragoons, a large Prussian
regiient , folded after only a few casualties. The left was
lost. Also on the left was the Austrian stronghold of
Schloss Schonborn. It retained strong as we did not lount a
serious assault.

In the left center our attack could not be pressed hard
as our troops were lore spread out. The Guard infantry
brigade, the lain strike force on this side, was initially
under toveient restrictions. When they finally reached the
Austrian line, support was liiited as our adjacent forces
were now weakened. A stiff struggle ensued whose outcoie was
unclear. The right center I have already described.

On the right flank the Russians had a 10X chance of
appearing on the second turn. So - you guessed it - they
caie on. It was all downhill froi there as substantial
Russian forces saturated the siall Prussian flant guard. By
the end of the gaie they were threatening our line of
retreat. Overall Parchwitz was not Leuthen, (In case you
hadn't guessed it,-the scenario was Waterloo adapted to the
Seven Years" War.)

i lust thank again the organizer, Jii Purky, who did
such a fine job in putting this together. It was fun. 1 lust
also thank the players, both Austrian and Prussian,
particularly, "Frederick* - Denis Siail, and also EfiQ for
•iking their gaie rooi available. I'll conclude with soie
addresses:

f

The Kiperor's Headquarters,
5 i 4 4 I rv ing Park load
Chicago, IL 60634

The Seven Years' Var Association
c/o Jii Purky
9415 Drake Ave.
Evanston, IL . 60203
(Journal is quarterly - 120,00 subscription)

US
188 Woodland Ave.
Lexington, IY 40502
(iusty's Rules are $4.95 post paid - there is also a
French and Indian Var variant, also $4.95)
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(Soialia froi page 1)
peace talks. You desperately need a big, flaiboyant lilitary
victory to show the world that you are indeed a lajor player
in Soialia. The U.N. food convoy is the perfect target. You
have pulled out all the stops on this one!
SOMALIA FORCES: 2 T-55 tanks: 15 "Technicals" these are
cheap Toyota pickup trucks lounted with an odd assortient of
cannibalized hardware. This group is coiprised of; 5 lounted
with 1 SS-10 ATGI each (I reload per truck), 1 lounted with
1 SS-11 ATGM (2 reloads), 4 with 1 12.?» KG each, 5 with 1
23n AA gun each (can he used on ground targets). In
addition to the lounted ariaients, each Toyota has one poor
fool in the bed of the truck aried with one RPG-7.: 5 10 ian
squads, each equipped with one RPG-7 per squad: 3 6'X 6"
antipersonnel line fields. Density 8. These are secretly
placed anywhere on the table before the gaie starts and lay
Dot be loved.
GAME NOTES: The Soiaiian units lay be placed secretly
anywhere on the table before the gaie starts. The Soiaiian
'Technicals' May conduct overrun attacks. Soiaiian
"Technicals* are unarmed targets. Move 9* x-country, 5X on
road. The dry river bed rule: Because it is the icnsoon
season there is a good chance for a flack flood roaring
through the dry riverbed. At the start of turn 3, roll 1 6d
add 1 to the die roll each turn there after. This increase
is accusative. So, on turn I you add 1, on turn 5 you add
2 etc. On a 6 the flood has started. A wall of water begins
it the north end of the riverbed an flows south at 15" per
turn. AM unit caught in the flood is destroyed. Further,
the siall bridge is destroyed once the water hits it. The
only crossing after this happens is at the ford. Good Luck.

] 2 J
(lead continued froi page 8)

Other laterials, such as plastics and non-lead ictals ,
are possible substitutes for the lead in figurines. The
Health Departient will work with lanufactures to identify
suitable alternatives. - lore -
Contact: Peter Slocui , Director, Public Affairs (518)
4747354

The following is the letter sent by Dick Sossi to the court
about the ban. ED.

Adiinistrative Law Judge
The Honorable Jonathan Brndes
Office New York State Departient of Health
gipire State Plaza
Corning Tower , 25th Floor, Conference Eooi 2509
Albany, Hew York 12237

Dear Judge Brandes:
I ai writing you on behalf of the iany thousands of

historical liniatures gaiers throughout the United States.
It has coie to our attention that the Couissioner of Health
for the State of New York has issued an order which forbids
the distribution or sale of figures which contain lead, I

•ust adiit that I have not seen the actual order nor ai 1
faiiliar with the intent of the order, vis a vis public
health, le have only just been lade aware of the situation
and of your bearing, slated for Tuesday the 15th of this
icnth, My atteipt to get tore inforiation froi the
appropriate agency was unsuccessful because of their
attendance at a "lead" convention, this week, in Atlanta.

1 assuie that the intended purpose of the order was to
soiehow protect children froi lead contaiination, iuch like
the European Coiion Market Toy regulations . However, the New
York regulation does not seei to take exclusion for adult
hobbyist and collectors. Our organization, and the hobby in
general, is coiprised of priiarily adults, hut ly
observation, in the aliost 30 years that 1 have been in this
hobby is that there has NEVER been a case of an individual ,
•anufacturer or consuier, adult or child suffering any
detriiental effects froi the handling of "lead* soldiers.
The figures that we use are in no way toys and thus their
lisuse by very young children is no lore likely than those
saie children obtaining and playing with cleaning solvents,
guns, latches etc,

If, on the other hard the intent of the order is to
diiinish the existence of lead in the environient in
general, then we are being asked to pay a steep price for a
rather questionable goal. First, there is the question of
already existing "toy soldier", lilitary liniatures and
historical figures, soie worth thousands of dollars, are
they no longer to be sold? New York State boast iany
businesses which specialise in just such figures, If new
figures are to be restricted to non-lead alloys the cost
increase to the consuier is conservatively estiiated to be
20i, The cost to other collectors could be even higher.
Bighly detailed European lade ship iodels, containing lead,
would no longer be available to residents of New Vork.
Finally, I have been told that replaceient alloys are far
•ore dangerous, in tens of casting fuies, to the
•anufacturer, OSHA inspection of lead figure casting
facilities typically find that the lead contaiination levels
are far below the accepted levels found in a self-serve gas
station,

In closing, I again adiit that iy conents are lade
without possession of the actual Health Departient order, 1
do suggest that because of this "short notice" and the lack
of any emergency, that you consider putting this order aside
and allow sufficient tiie for expert evidence to be
gathered. Then if legislation or a Health Departient order
is needed it will be based on all the facts and at least
provide sufficient safeguards for those of us who rely on
the availability of lead based figures.

Sincerely
Richard A. Sossi
President, HMGS

The following AP article, "Newark Ledger", Dec. 20 1992,
reported on the results of the hearing,

(continued on page 11)

10



{lead froi page 10)
JUDGE LIFTS BAH OH LEAD TOJS

ALBANY, N.T. |AP] - A state judge has lifted the ban on
lead to; soldiers, ruling that the sale and distribution of
the liniature figurines did not constitute a health danger
to the public.

The ruling Friday by State Supreie Court Justice
Edward Spain cleared the way for retailers to iiiediately
resuie selling the to; soldiers.

State Health Couissioner Dr. Hark Chassin
ordered a ban on the sale of adventure figurines on Dec. 2.
Chassin said the replicas of Aztec varriors and Spanish
conquistadors could cause lead poisoning in children.

The ban caused and uproar froi lanufactures and
retailers of the collectibles, as veil as hobbyist vho claii
the to; are favored b; adult collectors, not children. Two
industr; representatives froi Pennsylvania also testified
a state hearing on the ban last week.

Spain's ruling upholds a request by attorney Andrew C.
Rose, vho represents the industry, Eose asked for a
preliminary injunction that would keep the sate froi
enforcing the coiiissioner's order pending a resolution of
the case.

Spain's ruling also reverses Supreie Court Justice
Joseph Harris's refusal to teiporarily restrain Chassin's

in

\ L E N U A R OP EVENTS

FEBRl'ARV 12th 15th Oiccon 16 at UA.X. Hyatt. HMGS meeting Sat. nlghl
8pm hi Bomhav A.-

February rth 28th YECI CON DaJv ctty contact Bob Burke (415) 992 0401

r
March 5th "th HAU7S ToW Wars 93 at Lancaster Hott Resort Lancaster PA.
contact Boh \Ya«s, HMGS Cold \Varj '93 pre reg. (410) "61 062"

March 13th 14th Spring Campaign HMGSTSW «t Saddleback Inn Norwalk
(annual membership fee renewal dne)

March l»th 21st Twister Con '93 Norman, OK. write tc Tornsdo \Be.v HMGS
P.O. Box 20S63 Oklahoma City, OK ^3156

CLUB NEWS
Arcadia area liniature gaiiers are invited to our group 2
Sundays each iont.h, ACV/Ancients/Navel/licro anor. Call
Chuck Duggie (818) 985 - 3886. Heit leeting is Feb. 28th ACK
On to Richiond rules. March 28th ancients.

Coibat Conanders Club
Fridays froi 1900 to 2300 at 1938 South Lancewood Ave.
Bacienda Heights 91745 (alt. site 2365 8th St. La Verne, Ca.
91750 (909) 593 7444). ACV battles and caipaigns, W navel
1;1200 i 1;2400 battles and caipaigns, »»'! air coibat
scratch built 1:90 planes, Mil navel 1;2400, licro anor
(40 to 100 tanks per player), Will licro arior (40 to 100
tanks per player)
Coiing Attractions:
Napoleonics winter S3 1/76 scale, also in January 93 AJaio
1/76 scale fig. with 1 fig. = 1 ian. 20' I 8' gaiing table.
contact Joe Struck at (818) 333 - 8095 or lail inquiries to
address above.

Drui Barracks Civil War Group - Civil War caipaigns,
Ancients (Sarissa and Elephant rules). In April Vicksburg
caipaigc we need divisional coiianders. At Orccon ir. Feb.,
we are doing the first day of Gettysburg coiplete. At the
Spring Caipaign in March we are doing the 2nd day of
Gettysburg Longslreet's attack. Contact Stephen Phenon at
(818) 982 - 5002

Northridge 25n Kargaiin? Club
Meets every 3rd Saturday of the iocth. 1 to 100 scale
Napoleonics pickup gaies or battles froi caipaigns. No
figures are required coic by to play or just watch. Use club
rules, people new to the rules generally run divisions, lore
experienced players run corps or arnes . Meeting are
generally held at a private residence near Cal, State
Northridge. Call to confin. Gaies start at 9ai the full
address is :9025 Rathburn Ave, Northridge, Ca. piease Call
Michael Verity at (818) 993 - 0803 for exact directions .

April Urd 25tli The Napoleonic
Society 93 Csaference &
antiques Bazaar to be held in
Memphis TN. toatact at (81$)
583 177f

May 28th j 1st GAMES
CAUCUS Oakland airport
Hilton coM act Manny GranfUo
(510)4442043

I IN MEMORY
of Don Solbere. 43

assed away on the 8th oi Jan.
3. Is survived by his parents

•nd a brother. Don was the first
/reas.. of HMGS/PSW andwa;

active in HO armor gaming

The Occasional Messenger is published six times per year for the
membership of the Pacific Southwest chapter of the Historical Miniatures
Gaming Society, a nonprofit organization devoted to furthering the cause
of historical miniatures gaming.

1P93 Board of Directors
Steve Verdoliva, Pies. (310) 864 4532 Chris Vivo, vice-pres. (213) 723 3534
Robert Guyton, Secretary (805) 3662831 Galen Yee, Treasurer (213)223 4781

Mark Parker, Jr vice-pres. for Marketing (909) 627 3834

Bill Hdzsr, Newsletter editor ;QOo) spo i~/n
Inquirers: HMGS PSW Articles. Occasional Messenger

P. O. Box 701 7150 Santa Barbara ct
Norwalk. CA Q06M -(TO) Fontana CA Q2??6

Nick Cascone is l o o k i n g
for anyone interested in
doing AH Napo leon ' s
battles. He has the
f igures , f i r s t tilers
welcoie. At Orccon Feb.
13th Sat. lorning 4 0 0 pt
tourney. Call ( ( 8 1 8 ) 762
- 9661. 12435 S y l v a n St.
N o r t h B o l l y w o o d Ca.
91606
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The Occasional Messenger
7150 Santa Barbara Ct
Fontana, CA 92336

MicLael Verity

9025 RaikWn ATC.

Norikridge, CA 91325

SOMALI A qs

ALPHA OMEGA GAMES
NEW! NEW ! NEW ! NEW ! NEW !

BLACKBIRD INTERNATIONAL
MILITARY ART

These beautiful military artworks are availible
on T-Shirts, Caps, Cups, Sweats, cloth wall
hangings! Availible now,
P-51 Mustange, F-15 Eagle, A-10 Warthog,
Humvee, M-l Abrams, P-38 Lightning, M-3
Bradly, AH-64 Apache, b-1 Stealtli Bomber,

and more!

10050 ROSECRANS AVE. BELLFLOWER.
CA. 90706 310-867-8723

The Spring Campaigns 1993 Pre Registration Form

Name Phone ( )

Address,
City State Zip

HMGS/PSW Member $5 .00

Non Member $10.00

Mail to HMGS/PSW BOX 701 NORWALK CA 90651-0701


